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rs, and describes more correctly his feelings . he wrote "Les Chouans," "La Maison du -qui-pelote," and the " Peau de Chagrin" , than those of this earlier period of his life,
the difficulties of expressing himself often sd insurmountable, and the hiatus between his
and the form in which to clothe them was st impossible to bridge over, riting did not at any time come easily to him, ' Stella " and " Coqsigrue," his first novels, never finished ; while a comedy, " Les Deux >sophes," was also abandoned in despair. Next ;t to work at " Cromwell," a tragedy in five which was to be his passport to fame. At )lay he laboured for months, shutting himself >mpletely, and loving his self-imposed slavery— yh his want of faculty for versification, and the se difficulty he experienced in finding words ;he ideas which crowded into his imaginative , were decided drawbacks. While engaged on work, he may indeed have experienced some le feelings he describes in the " Peau de ;rin," quoted above; for, curiously enough, nnwell," his first finished production, was the
one of his early works about which he was ived, and which he imagined to be a chef we. It was well he had this happy faith to in him, as, according to the account of M. Jules *etigny, the circumstances under which the was composed must, to put the matter mildly,
been distinctly depressing.
